WUKl uociu: /OQ/3U 




ET 


U'!R/ [JO- 
OUTGOING 


PAGE 001 

TOT: lOMtSSP 86 


DIRECTOR 


SUBJECT: LATIN AMERICA BRIE 


1966. 

FROM: DO I /O/CPAS . 


FOR 10 SEPTEMBER 


I. CHILE: PINOCHET TIGHTENS CONTROL 


I. CHILE: PINOCHET TIGHTENS CONTROL . > r\ 

: j ■ ■ 

THE GOVERNMENT HAS MOVED SWIFTLY SINCE IMPOSING THE STATE OF 
SIEGE ON SUNDAY TO ARREST OPPOSITION FIGURES. CLOSE SIX OPPOSITION 
MAGAZINES. RESTRICT OPPOSITION RAOIO STATIONS, SUSPEND A FOREIGN 
WIRE SERVICE. AND CONDUCT SWEEPS IN SLUM AREAS FOR TERRORISTS ANO 
WEAPONS. ONE OF THOSE ARRESTED--A LEFTWING MAGAZINE EOITOR--DIEO 
YESTERDAY. PRESIDENT PINOCHET HAS ANNOUNCED THAT HE HAS THE 
SITUATION IN HA ND AND THAT HE WILL PURSUE A “WAR ON EXTREMISM.’ * 
■HHHMHIXPECTS ADDITIONAL HARSH MEASURES AGAINST THE 
OPPOSITION. INCLUDING WIDER MEDIA CENSORSHIP ANO PROHIBITION OF AN 
ANTIREGIME RALLY PLANNED BY MODERATES ON 25 SEPTEMBER 
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COMMENT: PINOCHET APPEARS DETERMINED TO USE HlS ADDITIONAL 
EMERGENCY POWERS TO SILENCE MOST OF THE OPPOS I T I ON MED I A , WHICH HAS 
BECOME INCREASINGLY OPEN IN CRITICISM OF THE GOVERNMENT SINCE THE 
LAST STATE OF SIEGE WAS LIFTED IN JUNE 1985. HE PROBABLY ALSO 
EXPECTS TO HARASS MODERATE OPPOSITION GROUPS SUFFICIENTLY TO 
FORESTALL ANY NEW PROTESTS OR STRIKES BY THEM. THE PRESlOENT IS 
GIVING FREE REIN TO HARDLINERS IN THE SECURITY SERVICES TO SEARCH 
OUT TERRORISTS AND UNDERGROUND COMMUNIST PARTY LEADERS. BUT HE 
REMAINS VULNERABLE TO ANOTHER ASSASS I NA T I OF^^^MPT . THE EUlTUK WAS 
PROBABLY MUROERED BY A POLICE OEATH SQUAD. H&CW 
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